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Read. Think. Explain.
In this activity, you’ll answer a series of questions about “The School at the Edge of the Earth” 

that will help you think more deeply about the devastating effects of American boarding schools 
like Carlisle that stripped Native American children of their traditions and ways of life. 

Directions: Answer the questions below, using information and details from the article to back up your ideas. 
Use a separate piece of paper if you need more room. 
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1. Why didn’t Ota Kte trust the white man on the train? How do you think you would  
feel if you were Ota Kte?  

2. What was Captain Pratt’s motivation for opening Carlisle? Do you think his intention  
was good or bad? Why?  

3. Why did the school officials change the Native Americans’ names? In what way  
does your name show who you are? How would it affect you if you had to change it? 

4. What elements of Native American culture did school officials take away from students?

5. What do you think the author means by the last sentence in the article? In what ways  
did the Indian within Luther Standing Bear become stronger?   


