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A Man of Qualities
John Henry might seem like a superhero. But his legend endures because of his  
very human qualities that inspire us. In this activity, you will think of adjectives  
that describe John Henry and then find evidence of these qualities in the play. 

Directions: In each bubble, write a word or a phrase to describe his character. Then, below each bubble,  
list examples from the play that show John Henry exhibiting this trait. We’ve gotten you started!
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Write Now!
On a separate piece of paper, pick one of the adjectives you used to describe John Henry, and show an example 

from your own life where you demonstrated the same quality. We think you’re a bit of a superhero too!

John Henry

Proud

• He worked all day without 
stopping for a glass of water.

• He moved more dirt than all 
of the other men.

• He outlasted a machine. 


